
The Ants / Die Ameisen / De Mieren
1987, black and white, 16 mm, 30 min
Fiction

“The fi lm traces the feelings of an woman living in a peasant’s house in Italy. 
She tries to establish a rhythm through every day routines such as eating, 
sleeping and washing. We see one of here childhood memories-an Alsatian dog 
licks a girl’s heel and rests its head between her legs- and a dream, in which she 
is standing naked I a pit which could be a grave. In addition we see a magnifi ed 
symbolic version of her surroundings, particularly of insects. Shots of windows, 
doors and mirrors convey a sense of menace and introspection. 
Thanks to measured performance by Marion van Wijk, superb lighting, black 
and white photography and well balanced editing. The Ants is a highly compelling 
and evocative fi lm. “  (A.de Ronde)
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La terra in due / Die gerteilte Erde / Gedeelde aarde
1985, black & white and colour, 16 mm, 80 min
Documentary

La terra in due means the earth of the landlords versus that of the peasants who 
actually cultivate it. This fi lm uses evocative photogrphy and a dignifi ed rhythm 
to depict the death of peasant culture. This fact is brought home by the super 8 
footage shot ten years earlier. Blank’s familiarity with the villagers and their uns-
selfconsciousness in front of the camera produce a high degree of authenticity in 
this account of culture of the ’mezzadria’. (Berlinale/ Panorama)
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